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DEPARTMENT CF JUSTI CE AWARDS $64, 929
TO WESTGHESTER CONTY TO SAVE ' GAO.D CASES

West chester County will receive $64,929 fromthe
Departnent of Justice (“DQJ)’) to help solve old, unsolved “col d”
cases and identify the mssing using DNA evidence. Yesterday, Deputy
Attorney Ceneral JAMES B. COMEY announced $14.2 mllion to 38
jurisdictions nationwide at the first-ever DQ) conference on the
m ssing and unidentified dead—National Strategy Meeting: ldentifying
t he M ssing.

The grants are part of the President's DNA initiative,
Advanci ng Justice Through DNA Technol ogy, a five-year, nore than $1
billion effort to elimnate casework and the convicted of f ender
backl og; inprove crinme |ab capacity; provide DNA training; provide
for post-conviction DNA testing; and conduct testing to identify
m ssing persons. Last fall, the Departnent of Justice awarded $95
mllion in DNA grants nationw de.

DAVID N KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the

Southern District of New York, stated: “DNA has becone profoundly



inmportant as an investigative and crine-solving tool and as such
stands to have a dramatic inpact on finally bringing to a conclusion
many 'cold case' crines."”

The promse of DNA to help solve cold cases and identify
the mssing and deceased is endless. n average, there are over
100, 000 mssing persons listed in the National Oine Infornmation
System (“NCIC’), the national, conputerized index of crimnal justice
information. Over 45,000 of those have a | ast known contact of over a
year ago and just 50 of the mssing persons in the NOC have their
DNA information listed. C the 5,800 unidentified dead that are
listed in the NOC only 33 of these have their DNA i nformation
entered into the Conbi ned DNA | ndex System (“CCDI S’), a database that
enabl es federal, state, and local crine |abs to exchange and conpare
DNA profiles electronically, thereby linking crines to each other and
to convicted offenders. However, there are an additional 244 DNA
profiles of unidentified human remains in COD'S that are not recorded
in NOC

According to a study funded by the National Institute of
Justice, the research, devel opnment and eval uati on arm of the
Departent of Justice, researchers estinmate that biol ogical evidence
either still in the possession of |ocal |aw enforcenent or backl ogged
at forensic crime |aboratories is estimated to be 542,700. Wth
these grants, the Department of Justice has made sure that |oca
jurisdictions, which often have the greatest DNA backl ogs, are

directly awarded DNA noney.
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